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Of Kant's political writings, Perpetual Peace is the work that best

reflects his own particular concerns as a political theorist. For Kant

stands out among political theorists by virtue of the attention he

focused on politics in its international dimension. As will be brought

out in the examination of the argument of Perpetual Peace in this

volume, Kant did not consider that the elaboration of the first-order

moral-political principles of law, rights, justice and legitimacy

involved nothing more than an explanation of how these principles

had application to the form of human association that was to be

found in the civil state. From the standpoint that Kant adopted in

political philosophy, the elaboration of the first-order moral-political

principles also required a comprehensive explanation of the conditions

governing their application to the sphere in which separate and inde-

pendent states co-existed.

The sphere of the co-existence of states, for Kant, was the sphere of

international politics, and the fact of international politics he saw as

giving rise to a quite specific problem. The essence of the international

problem, as Kant conceived it, was that the natural condition of the

society obtaining among states was to be thought of as a condition of

war. The natural condition of the society obtaining among states was,

therefore, a condition of society which was to be thought of as one

distinguished by the absence of a rule of law adequate to the proper

securing of the rights of states.

Against this, there was the demand of reason and of justice that

men and states should be brought to co-exist in a condition of peace.

The demand that there should be a condition of peace among men

and states implied the necessity of a solution to the international

problem. The solution that Kant proposed was one that involved

the establishing of a rule of law, and the establishing of forms of

lawful constitution, that were to embody the juridical framework for

peace in the international sphere. The peace that Kant saw as follow-

ing from the establishing of law and the appropriate forms of con-

stitutional order was to be a perpetual peace. For he took the view

that the extension of the rule of law to international society necessit-

ated nothing less than the permanent abandonment by men and

states of war as the means for the determination and enforcement of

their rights. Hence, for Kant, peace in the international sphere pre-

supposed the establishing of law as the basis for the rights of states,

with a peace based in law being a perpetual peace in the respect that it

was understood to be a condition of the society of states whose

coming into being was to mark the final and conclusive end to the

2 Kant and the Law of Peace
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��������� �! $�����	. /����	 ��� 0�!�����!� 1��� ������	 �����	����

��� !��� �! 	����� ��������� ����� ��� �� ��� ����" 	����. ��� ���

!��� �! 	����� ��������� ����� ������	 ��� 	����	 �� ��� ��������

�����" 	�����. �	 �%�	���� �� ������� ��� ������ ���� ��� ���������

�! ����� ��	������� ������	� 1��� 	�� ����" 	����� �	 ����� ��	�������

������� � ����������" ��������� ������� ���� ������� ���������"	 ��
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�� �� 	�� ����� !��� /����	 ��� 0�!�����!. �	 �� ��� ��	���� ���� ��� 
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������	� ��� ��	����� "�� �! ������	�
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�� ���������� ���� ��� �������"�	 �! 	������!�� ������� ��� ���#
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